
 

  

ABOUT THIS BOOK 
This scotistic study in analytical theology presupposes Conciliar Christology 

and aims at a more profound understanding of two vital and connected 

Christian doctrines: Christology and atonement. The beating heart of the 

first part is Duns Scotus’s compelling analysis of the incarnation: his 

uniquely successful analysis of the “hypostatic union.” Following Marilyn 

McCord Adams, Guus H. Labooy argues that the problem of 

Christological predication can be solved by probing the metaphysical 

backbone of “qua-propositions” (expressions like “as regards his 

Godhead” and “as regards his manhood”). Labooy dedicates the second 

part of the book to the analysis of atonement, especially to its most 

controversial aspect, “penal substitution.” The Messiah dying for our sins is 

perhaps the storm centre of the confrontation between Christian faith and 

the secular intellectual mindset. Labooy argues on exegetical grounds that 

all the current models of atonement are complementary. None of them 

should be discarded and neither should penal substitution. The account of 

penal substitution (or vicarious penance) he defends is shaped with the 

decisive aid of Scotus’s analytical tools. 
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PRAISE FOR CHRISTOLOGY AND ATONEMENT 
Labooy here presents a comprehensive but fully comprehensible account of Scotus's account of the Incarnation and 
Redemption. He uses Scotus's views to build his own constructive contribution to Christological debate. This is a 
welcome addition to the literature, and will make Scotus's thought on these topics more widely accessible to a general 
audience. 
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